
              5th June 2020 
 
Dear Valued Members, 
 
I trust that this letter finds you all well and that you are slowly but surely working your way through what has been 
an unbelievable few months of disruption for everyone. Covid-19 has just taken over our lives whilst the lockdown 
period and the regulations from our government, has no doubt made things really tough emotionally and 
financially for us all. I am sure that you like me are very frustrated at times, whilst also really worried for many 
different reasons… It is however under such circumstances that we need to remain strong and brave – whilst 
remembering in my late father’s words – “that there are always many other people a lot worse off than ourselves.”  
 

“Be STRONG and Keep the FAITH” 
 
The Club, as I am sure you know remains closed - and is also doing its best to remain ‘alive and strong’ for when you 
all return to what is a very special place… The Club really misses you all – the laughs, the tears, the smiles, the 
human interaction, the competitive sport and especially the general comradery and goodwill amongst all our good 
people. I am however quietly confident that the time will come when we can return, and the Club and all of its 
staff, sections and committees will be waiting to welcome you all back. In the mean-time, let me fill you in on what 
all is happening and what all has happened at the Club over the last month or two: 
 

1. ‘OUR’ Staff:  
Other than our Club Manager Lizette Driescher, all of our staff have unfortunately been ‘laid off’ since the 
end of April 2020. Our staff were also all paid reduced salaries at the end of March and April, and Lizette 
who is the only staff member still working to keep the Club ticking over – is on a reduced salary. The Club 
have managed through our own very limited funding to support all of our staff each month with food 
parcels, and more recently as our funding has drained away the ‘Staff & Club Welfare Fund’ have saved the 
day and supported the food parcels for our staff. Some of our staff are still living on the property at no 
charge, and in some ways it has benefited us a lot in terms of them being around to secure, to step up and 
to support some of the Clubs needs over this period.  
   

2. ‘OUR’ Tenants: 
The Club have engaged with each and every tenant individually over this period, and we have worked with 
them all to try support them and their businesses where possible. None of our tenants were able to 
operate early on during the lockdown period, however slowly but surely some are now able to operate to 
an extent and so we have agreed new terms to allow them to get back to work which will benefit them and 
also the Club. May I please ask you all as much as is possible, to support our tenants in the Gym Area and 
also Rustic Café who are able to operate through deliveries and collections. 
  

3. ‘OUR’ MANCO & EXCO: 
Your Executive and Management Committees have for the first time I think in the Clubs history been 
holding various ‘online meetings’ through a platform called Zoom. Let it be known that most of our ‘not so 
technically minded members’ have done really well to get online and to join these meetings. MANCO are 
engaging a few times a week re each and every aspect, whilst our EXCO meetings happen every few weeks 
so as to be able to ratify and to engage on key decisions for the Club at this time. I would like to just take 
the opportunity here to sincerely thank all of our EXCO and MANCO Committee Members over this time for 
their real commitment and care towards the Club – as it has been great to see people offering up their time 
and suggestions etc. to try to make things work. Well done to you ALL – great to have you on all on board…    
 

4. ‘OUR’ Staff and Welfare Fund: 
Towards the back end of March 2020 the MANCO Committee decided along with some really good input 
and suggestion from a few key members, to launch a ‘Staff & Club Welfare Fund’ to assist us through this 
Covid-19 period of ‘no income’. As a Club, all income streams have basically ceased and unfortunately we 



do not see ourselves opening up to secure any new valuable income anytime soon. This is having a huge 
impact on our staff, although we have to date managed to secure some UIF Funding for them but do not 
know how long this will last for – and also the Club in terms of costs to keep the day to things ticking over 
and some funding to eventually be able to reopen when we are allowed. 
 
To date we have received just over ‘One Hundred Thousand Rand’ in support from YOU our valued 
members and also quite a few very supportive non-members, which has just been simply amazing. We 
have been overwhelmed by the support and are extremely grateful for all of your the donations into this 
fund, and can assure you all that proper accounting and spending protocols are well in place for every 
single cent - which will naturally be reflected in our end of year financials. 
 
Looking ahead – this is a fund which we all need to please keep supporting if possible, as without your 
ongoing support it is going to be really tough to ensure that we keep our staff with us, and that we also 
eventually keep the doors open. To date Kevin Robertson the Chairman of this funds Sub-Committee, along 
with Andrew Todd and Brian Whillier – have been AWESOME and we as a Club owe these three gentlemen 
our sincere thanks and gratitude for their efforts. In these times it is especially tough to collect 
donations/funding – yet you’ve all embraced their approaches and along with them we would like to thank 
you all sincerely for the support to date. Please keep supporting if possible – and please do look out for 
more information and approaches over the coming weeks from Kevin and his merry men…   

 
5. ‘OUR’ Old Parks Charity Drive Thru: 

As a Committee we felt strongly that the Club should not during this period just be seen to be taking and 
asking for support for ourselves all of the time, and we so agreed to hold a ‘Food and Clothing Drive Thru’ 
charity event on Thursday 30th April in the Club Car Park. Our chosen charity was a local Blairgowrie based 
charity called ‘One Small Act Of Kindness’ who deals directly with the homeless and needy people in our 
area. On the day we had over 10 of our Committee Members and other Members who just arrived to assist 
us in collecting the drop offs from so many of you and many other local residents as they drove through the 
car park and delivered their food and clothes. The morning was a huge success as we had a non-stop 
stream of cars, and were able at the end of it all to allow the charity to drive off with four full ‘1 Ton Bakkie’ 
loads of donations… Thank you for your support – and many thanks to all who helped on the day, including 
the Committee/Members and our own Staff on the property who helped to make the day just so special. 
 

    
 

6. ‘OUR’ Fund Raising: 
Over the coming week or two we will be launching a new online fund raising campaign on our website 
along the lines of our famous ‘Joker Jackpot’. The aim is obviously to try to raise some extra money, to 
create some fun around the weekly event – and also to stay in touch with you our members. Look out for 
this and a few more other ideas which may be of interest you… 
 



A week or two ago we also sent out an advert asking you to please consider joining the ‘MY SCHOOL’ card 
fund raising initiative – and assigning the commission to Old Parks Sports Club. This initiative costs you 
nothing – as it is simply a commission you get from certain shops and stores, which they’ll assign to Old 
Parks if you allow for such and allow them to swipe you card at the teller. If you are not yet a member of 
this, please consider such and get more info from Lizette.  
 

7. ‘OUR’ Liquor Sales: 
Last week with the Level 3 Covid Regulations, the Club was allowed through its liquor license to sell alcohol 
to be able to be taken off the premises. This we saw as an opportunity to not necessarily become a retailer 
– but to clear out a lot of our stock at decent prices as it was just sitting in stock. We advertised amongst 
you all and we received plenty of emails and whatsapp orders – which members then came around to 
collect at the Club in a safe and controlled manner. We are extremely for ‘your thirst’ and grateful for the 
support in this venture as we have managed to sell off a lot of our stock. Over the coming week or two we 
will again share with you what stock we have left, and will have another run at selling what we have left.    

 

                   
 

8. ‘OUR ’ Facilities & Exercise: 
The Clubhouse remains closed at this stage as per the law, yet as above a few of our tenants are permitted 
to operate namely the Gym businesses and the Rustic Café business. We are in the process of engaging 
with the Private Sports Coaches who may over the next week or two be able to return to some of their 
lessons – if it all lines up with the Ministry of Sports regulations. Other than for the above activities at the 
Club, unfortunately most of the main field, bottoms fields and bowling green’s etc. remain pretty much 
closed off for use. In terms of the ‘exercise allowances’ under Level 3, we have however as a Club ‘opened’ 
our gates and allowed for all and any runners and families to run or to walk around the premises and the 
fields as they wish - as it is during this tough times that we believe that you our members and the wider 
community deserve to be able to make use of our beautiful outdoor facilities.            

 
 
I trust that the above bits and pieces have given you some insight as to what has been going on and where we as a 
Club currently stand. We are ‘quietly confident’ at this stage that we will survive with your ongoing support and 
that when the day arrives we will all be having a huge “Welcome Back Party” at the Club. In the mean-time please 
stay safe and look after yourselves as I am sure there are still a few more stages to play out in this whole Covid-19 
saga…  
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
Dave Nosworthy 
OPSC: Chairman  
 
(dave.nosworthy@gmail.com) 


